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May Tracks (Maps 4 & 5) 

First Track, 10-11 May (Map 4) 

The distribution of the 43 bull trout detected in early May was generally 
similar to that recorded in the previous survey, with 60% detected in the Pine 
River mainstem (headwaters to mouth), 31% in the Sukunka River, and 9% in 
the Burnt River. One bull trout (Tag # 273) was detected at the Pine River 
mouth, approximately 10 km downstream from where it was detected 
previously.  

The number of Arctic grayling and their penetration upstream in the Moberly 
River increased significantly from that of the previous survey. Of the 34 
detected, 21% were in the Moberly River, with the most upstream fish being 
approximately 20 km from the mouth.  Also, there was a slight increase in 
Arctic grayling numbers within the vicinity of the Beatton River mouth 
compared with that of the previous survey.  Other than some minor 
movements, Arctic grayling in the Pine River system showed no significant 
change in distribution from that of the previous survey.   

Walleye show marked evidence of the migration up the Beatton River in early 
May. Of the 44 detected, 59% were in the Beatton River with some as far as 
30 km from the mouth.  Others were detected in the Peace River mainstem 
downstream of the Beatton River mouth, with several fish still well into 
Alberta.  No walleye were detected in the Peace River mainstem upstream of 
the Beatton River mouth.   

The only evidence of rainbow trout moving from the Peace River mainstem 
into the tributaries is that of a single fish detected in Maurice Creek.  
Evidence of movement into the tributaries in the Pine River system is more 
pronounced, with several fish having moved from the Pine River mainstem 
into the Sukunka River. 

The distribution of mountain whitefish remains essentially unchanged from 
that of the previous survey, with all but 7% of the 94 number detected being 
in the Peace River mainstem, the majority between Lynx Creek and the 
Beatton River  Those not in the Peace River mainstem were detected in the 
Halfway River and Pine River drainages. 
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Second Track, 24-26 May (Map 5) 

Of the 47 bull trout detected in late May, one was in the Peace River 
mainstem near Cache Creek (previously this fish was at the Pine River 
mouth), and all others were in the Pine River watershed.  Of the fish found in 
the Pine River watershed, 51% in the Pine River mainstem, 38% in the 
Sukunka River, and 9% in the Burnt River.  There are indications of some 
minor upstream movement within the Pine River, with a few fish having 
moved from the mainstem into the Sukunka River. 

Very few Arctic grayling were detected in the Moberly River in late May.  Of 
the total 37 fish detected, only two (5%) were in the Moberly River, both of 
which were approximately in the same location as previously.  Most of those 
that were previously detected in the Moberly River had retreated to the Peace 
River mainstem.  One Arctic grayling was detected in the Beatton River 
approximately 20 km from the mouth. 

By late May, the migration of walleye up the Beatton River was well 
pronounced, with some being approximately 50 km from the mouth.  Of the 
46 walleye detected, 49% were in the Beatton River, the remainder was in 
the Peace River mainstem with all but one downstream of the Beatton River, 
many of them well into Alberta. 

Rainbow trout in the Peace River mainstem showed no change in overall 
distribution in late May from that of the previous survey.  However, in the Pine 
River watershed, rainbow trout were now mainly (10 fish; 80% of the Pine 
tagged fish) in the Sukunka River.  

Mountain whitefish showed no major change in distribution from the previous 
survey, with 91% of the 94 detected being in the Peace River mainstem 
(mainly between Lynx Creek and near the Alberta border) and 9% in the 
Halfway and Pine rivers.  
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Map 5a: Mobile survey for Arctic grayling, rainbow trout and walleye (May 24, 26, 2007). Page 65
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June Track, 24, 25, 27 June (Map 6) 

The distribution of bull trout detected in late June (46 in total) was similar to 
that recorded in late May.  One bull trout was detected in the Peace River 
mainstem, slightly upstream from where it was previously, and the rest were 
in the Pine River system; 52%, 30% and 15% in the Pine River mainstem, 
Sukunka and Burnt rivers, respectively.  The number of bull trout detected in 
the Burnt River increased slightly from that of the previous survey. 

In late June, no Arctic grayling were detected in the Moberly River.  Of 36 
detected in the Peace River mainstem, most were between Cache Creek and 
the Beatton River.  Arctic grayling in the Pine River watershed showed no 
appreciable change in distribution from that of the previous survey.  

By late June, a large proportion of the walleye that was previously detected in 
the Beatton River had moved. Of the total 43 fish detected, 19% were in the 
Beatton River, with the farthest one upstream approximately 60 km from the 
mouth.  The rest were in the Peace River mainstem, both upstream and 
downstream of the Beatton River confluence, with those downstream 
extending well into Alberta. 

With the exception of some minor movement, the overall distributions of 
rainbow trout and mountain whitefish are similar to those of the previous 
survey. In the Pine River system, a few more rainbow trout had moved from 
the upper Sukunka River to the Burnt River. 
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July Track, 23-24 July (Map 7) 

In July, the number of bull trout detected (30) was down considerably from 
that of the previous survey, which may be largely attributable to minor 
technical problems experienced with the receiver equipment during that 
particular flight.  Of those detected, one was in the Peace River mainstem 
downstream of Cache Creek and all others were in the Pine River system.  
Within the Pine River system, 33% were in the Pine River mainstem, the rest 
were in the Sukunka River (33%) and Burnt River (30%), with proportionally 
more fish detected in the Burnt River than previously.   

The distribution of walleye in July is markedly different from that observed in 
June.  A large proportion of the fish previously in the Beatton River had 
moved and gone upstream in the Peace River mainstem, with several of 
them having moved into the Pine River.  Of the total (38) walleye detected, 
8% were in the Peace River mainstem between the Beatton and Moberly 
rivers, 24% were in the Pine River (from mouth to ~70 km upstream), 29% 
were in the Beatton River near the mouth, and the remaining 39% was widely 
scattered in the Peace River mainstem downstream of the Beatton River, with 
several well into Alberta.  

Overall, detections of Arctic grayling, rainbow trout and mountain whitefish 
showed no appreciable change in distribution between the June and July 
tracks, other than that a few more rainbow trout had moved from the Sukunka 
River into the Burnt River.  

 

 

 





"

"

"

"

"

"

"

%

!

!

!

!

!

!!

!

!!
!

!

!!

!

!!

!! !!!

!!
!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!!!

!
! !

!

!

!
!

!

! !

! !

!

!!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!!
!!

!

!
!

!

!!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!!
!

!!!

!!

!!

!

!
!

!!

! !

!!!

A
l b

e
r t a

B
r i t i s

h
 C

o
l u

m
b

i a

C
l e

a
r 

R
iv

e r

Be a t ton  R
i ve r

K i s k a ti n
aw  R ive r

P
in

e  R
ive r

P
ou

ce
 C

o
u

p
e

 R
iv

e
r

S
n

e
d

d
o

n  C ree k

A
l c e s  R ive r

Charl ie
LakeCa c he Creek

Ha l fway        R
i ve r

F
a

r r
e

l l
 C

re
ek

Lynx  Creek M
obe rl y  R iver

) )

Peace Canyon
Dam

Bennett
Dam

Mob e r ly  L ake

M
u

r r a y  R
i v e r

B
u

rn
t R

iver

S
uk

u
n

ka
 R

iv
e

r

96

170

115

42

97
125

145

98

45

43

155

95

76

46

50

47

30

135

75

7220
105

10

35

55

160

49

148

25

2

78 138

118

5

128
15

65

60

9985

Dawson Creek

Moberly Lake

Fort St John

Hudson's Hope

Taylor

Clayhurst

Dunvegan

1

9

8

7

62

86

44

32
92

7381

76 89

363734

40

39

66

31

21

63

84

91

75
48

53

30

16

65

2514

54

27

15
5282

8085

96
93

227

242

313

309

213

187

1

111

120114

112
118

314

330

327

279

321

292

261

263

258

259

117

106
123

144

100

119

126

108

87
163165

277

124

130

158

118°W

118°30'W

118°30'W

119°W

119°W

119°30'W

119°30'W

120°W

120°W

120°30'W

120°30'W

121°W

121°W

121°30'W

121°30'W

122°W

122°W

122°30'W

122°30'W

123°W

123°W
57

°N
56

°3
0'

N

56
°3

0'
N

56
°N

56
°N

55
°3

0'
N

55
°3

0'
N

Fish#  Species (# Detected)
! Arctic Grayling (32)
! Rainbow Trout (23)
! Walleye (38)

Survey Track

2007.07.23
2007.07.24

Mobile Zone

% Barrier

0 10 20 30 40 50

Kilometres

LGL Limited October 2008

Universal Transverse Mercator, Zone 10 (CM 123°W)
North American Datum 1983

LG
L 

Li
m

ite
d 

20
08

.1
0.

06
 R

T 
F:

\E
A1

78
6\

E
A

18
12

\M
ob

ile
S

ur
ve

ys
20

07
\M

ob
ile

S
ur

ve
ys

20
07

_F
in

al
R

ep
or

t.m
xd

!
!

! !!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!!

B
e

a
t t o

n
 R

i v
e

r

P e a c e  R i v e r

115

118

105

2

5

13
23

29

26

64

43

67
19

121
107169 2411

500
Metres

A

MAP 7A
Peace River Mobile Survey

23-24 July 2007
Arctic Grayling, Rainbow Trout, Walleye

A

A

A

A

Map 7a: Mobile survey for Arctic grayling, rainbow trout and walleye (July 23-24, 2007). Page 77



"

"

"

"

"

"

"

#
#

#

#
####

###

##

#

#
##
#
#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#
#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

####
#

#
#

#

###
###

#

#

#

#
#

#

###

##

#

#

##
#

A
l b

e
r t a

B
r i t i s

h
 C

o
l u

m
b

i a

C
l e

a
r  

R
iv

er

Bea t ton R
i v er

K i s k a t in
aw R iv e r

P
in

e  R
ive r

P
ou

ce
 C

o
u

p e
 R

iv
e

r

S
n

e
d

d
o

n
 C

r e e k

A
lc

e s  Riv e r

Charl ie
Lake

Ca ch e  Creek

Hal fway       R
iv e

r

F
a

rr
e

ll
 C

r e
e

k

Lynx  Creek

M
ober ly  R iver

) )

Peace Canyon
Dam

Bennett
Dam

Mo ber l y La ke

170

115

42

145

8

45
43

155

95

76

50

30

135

75

72
20

105

10

35

55

160

49

148

25

2

78
138

118

5

128
15

65

60

9985

Dawson Creek

Moberly Lake

Fort St John

Hudson's Hope

Taylor

Clayhurst

Dunvegan

155

150
246

166

171

151

154 170

137

135

192

255193

216

214

250

184

181

208 230
239

228

248 145

186

149

143

162

220

204210

146

196
160

161212

194

240

188

140

217

133

190
234

203
142

233

157

202
127

128

247

218

189

221

195

241

197

132

185
243

199

167

138

182

249
225

179
175

153

164

172

237254

253

219
235

211

223
224

191

229

168

118°30'W

119°W

119°W

119°30'W

119°30'W

120°W

120°W

120°30'W

120°30'W

121°W

121°W

121°30'W

121°30'W

122°W

122°W
56

°3
0'

N

56
°3

0'
N

56
°N

56
°N

55
°3

0'
N

55
°3

0'
N

Fish#  Species (# Detected)
# Mountain Whitefish (83)

Survey Track

2007.07.23

2007.07.24

Mobile Zone

0 10 20 30 40

Kilometres

LGL Limited, October 2008

Universal Transverse Mercator Zone 10 (CM 123°W)
North American Datum 1983

LG
L 

Li
m

ite
d 

20
08

.1
0.

06
 R

T 
F:

\E
A1

78
6\

E
A

18
12

\M
ob

ile
S

ur
ve

ys
20

07
\M

ob
ile

S
ur

ve
ys

20
07

_F
in

al
R

ep
or

t_
M

W
.m

xd

MAP 7B
Peace River Mobile Survey

23-24 July 2007
Mountain Whitefish

Map 7b: Mobile survey for mountain whitefish (July 23-24, 2007). Page 78



"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

%

%

!

!!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!!!

!

!!

!!
!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!
!

!!

!

A
l b

e
r t a

B
r i t i s

h
 C

o
l u

m
b

i a
C

l e
a

r  
R

i v

er

Be a tto n R
iver

K i s ka t in
aw  R iv e r

P
i n

e  R iver

P
ou

ce
 C

o
u

p
e

 R
iv

er

S
n

e
d

d
o

n  C ree k

A
l c e s  R i ver

Charl ie
LakeCac he  Cr eek

Hal fway        R
iv e

r

F
a

rr
e

l l
 C

r
ee

k

Lynx  C reek M
ober l y R ive r

) )

Peace Canyon
Dam

Bennett
Dam

Mo be r l y La ke

M
u

r r a y  R
i v e r

B
u

rn
t  R

iver

S
u

ku
nk

a
 R

iv
e r

W
o lve r in

e  R
i ve r

96

170

115

42

97
125

145

98

155

95

76

50

30

135

75

7220
105

10

35

55

160

49

148

25

2

78 138

118

5

128
15

65

60

9985

Dawson Creek

Moberly Lake

Fort St John

Hudson's Hope

Taylor

Clayhurst

Tumbler Ridge

Dunvegan

Peace River

274

283
297

276

299

303

302

267

315

278

300

285

281322

289
331
311

301

318
310

291 304

317

287 256
271

296

280

284

293

117°30'W

117°30'W

118°W

118°W

118°30'W

118°30'W

119°W

119°W

119°30'W

119°30'W

120°W

120°W

120°30'W

120°30'W

121°W

121°W

121°30'W

121°30'W

122°W

122°W

122°30'W

122°30'W
56

°3
0'

N

56
°3

0'
N

56
°N

56
°N

55
°3

0'
N

55
°3

0'
N

55
°N

55
°N

Fish#  Species (# Detected)
! Bull Trout (30)

Survey Track

2007.07.23
2007.07.24

Mobile Zone

% Barrier

0 10 20 30 40 50

Kilometres

LGL Limited October 2008

Universal Transverse Mercator, Zone 10 (CM 123°W)
North American Datum 1983

LG
L 

Li
m

ite
d 

20
08

.1
0.

06
 R

T 
F:

\E
A1

78
6\

E
A

18
12

\M
ob

ile
S

ur
ve

ys
20

07
\M

ob
ile

S
ur

ve
ys

20
07

_F
in

al
R

ep
or

t.m
xd

Peace River Mobile Survey
23-24 July 2007

Bull Trout

MAP 7C

Map 7c: Mobile survey for bull trout (July 23-24, 2007). Page 79






